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Forward:
“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.
~ John 14:18”
Orphans are a vulnerable group in our society
and we should provide special care and assistance to
them. Children end up as orphans for many reasons
and often, not of their choice. The lack of parental care
and guidance in their growing years may cause their
psychological developments to be different from their
peers. In contrast to the sociological definition of orphans,
“psychological orphans” more appropriately describes
the main characteristics of this vulnerable group. They
tend to alienate themselves, shy in socializing and have
difficulty integrating into the society. For children living
in single-parent families where they do not experience
loving relationships, most learn to suppress their desire
to be loved. Every human longs to be loved and be in a
home, a sweet home. Even more so, children need the
love and nurturing care of their family.
In 1991, Reverend and Mrs. Cha Tan Yone returned
to Myanmar after completing their theological education.
When they saw many street orphans living in poverty,
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God’s love and compassion aroused their hearts to
do something for these orphans. They founded Grace
Haven Children’s Home by faith. For more than two
decades, they provided shelter and care for more than a
thousand orphans of different ethnic groups. Teachers in
Grace Haven Children’s Home impacted the children’s
lives with their lives. Their affirmation helped the children
overcome their low self-esteem. Their tutelage enabled
the children to make leaping progress in school. The
greatest gift they lavished on these children was the life
transforming experience brought about by knowing the
Heavenly Father’s immense love. The community life
taught them to love God and love others. They found
their purpose in life. They valued who they themselves
were and gradually developed their self-confidence.
By strengthening their relational skills, the children
recognised that they were not just living for themselves.
They learned to accept and to love those around them.
Here are the stories of two young ladies, whose
testimonies of life transformation in Grace Haven
Children’s Home would inspire most of us:

How can I be an orphan?

Roisan

M

23 years old, Lisu tribe

y parents died when I was young. Leaving us
behind, four sisters with only my old grandmother
to rely on. When I reached 14, my sister brought me to
seek shelter at Grace Haven as grandma had passed
away that year. Facing an unfamiliar environment, I was
often homesick and missed
my parents. Recalling how I
was being teased in school,
discriminated against, and
even humiliated by my peers
as an orphan, always brought
back bad memories. Hence, I
kept questioning God, why

He took my parents away, why He abandoned me as a
lonely orphan with no support. However, since I came
in to the Grace Haven, a place filled with love from
the pastor and his wife. They cared for us like we were
their own, and provided for our needs. Living together
with the other brothers and sisters in Christ. We all live
happily together. My heart will always be filled with
immense gratitude and appreciation towards all the
love and care shared in the orphanage. Living in such
a beautiful home, how could I say or see that I am an
orphan?
I have the privilege of knowing and accepting God
who loves and cares for me. I also learned an eternal
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truth, that is, Jesus loves
me and came to save me.
Although there are many
regrets and sufferings
in this world, there are
wonderful plans in God’s
eternal will. Thus, I would
like to especially share
and encourage friends
who had similar experiences like me. God has a perfect
and wonderful plan for each of us. His ways are higher

I am not an orphan

than our ways and his thoughts beyond our thoughts. In
Jesus Christ, we can experience new life and hope. I may
be an orphan but I am not alone and am not hopeless.
Matthew 7:11 tells us, “If you, then, though you are evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those
who ask Him!”
I am currently a third year student at Lashio Northern
Shan State Union Christian College. I pray that God
continues to lead my path ahead towards graduation
and makes me a conduit of His blessings to others too.

Esther

27 years old, Lhaovo tribe

M

y original name is La Suo Ru Yue; in Lhaovo it
means “the daughter of the eldest son”. I was
seven years old when my parents passed away, leaving
me, one elder sister and two younger brothers behind.
My family was very poor and my grandmother was sickly,
hence I was sent to Grace Haven. When I first came to
Grace Haven, the unfamiliar environment caused me to
be timid and filled me with anxiety. When I was alone
in the middle of the night, I would usually break down
in tears and started to blame myself for all that had
happened. Unexpectedly, misfortunes happened again which I discovered only a year
later. My house caught fire
and everything was destroyed.
I became a homeless orphan
without support and relatives.
Since then, my life became
dreary, without purpose and it
seemed I had been forsaken by
the world. During that period,
my self-esteem was low and I
became very sensitive to words
of others.
Rev. K. Haw Lum of Lhaovo Grace Haven was
concerned and took care of me like a grandfather. Most
important of all, he led me to know the Lord Jesus Christ
which is my treasure in life! Gradually, I became cheerful
and regained confidence in myself. If anyone ask about
my family background, now I
would calmly reply that I grew up
in an orphanage. This is because
that I have completely accepted
my identity as an orphan. In my
heart, there is no longer any
bitterness and grudges. As I look
back at my life, indeed it was all
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by God’s grace! Therefore, I do not blame God at all
that my parents were taken away when I was so young.
Since I came to Grace Haven, I have no lack, as every
day I have sufficient food and clothing. My heart is full of

gratitude towards God’s blessings and grace upon me.
Now, I am already 27 years old working as a parttime teacher in the morning at a private school. In the
afternoon, I give tuition at Grace Haven. For twenty
years, Grace Haven is a Home that has accompanied
me and witnessed my growing process. Here, there are
those who love me and brought me up. Friends who
have accompanied and encouraged me. I received all
these blessings because my heavenly Father loves me
dearly. I would say, even though I am an orphan and
yet I am not an orphan after all. Therefore, I would like
to take this opportunity to repay my family and God for
His grace that I have received all these years. May my
testimony help other children in the same situation as
me to advance in their studies, and to become devoted
servants with knowledge of Jesus!
In conclusion, I would like
to encourage all of you with my
favourite Bible verses: Psalms
23:1&6, “The Lord is my shepherd,
I shall not want. Surely goodness
and mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life and I will dwell in
the house of the Lord forever”.

God is the father who looks after orphans
and I am the big sister who looks after the orphans

Pastor Kyu Kyu Khaing (Cha Ju Ying)

W

hen I see the countless children in Myanmar
who are unable to go to school because of
poverty, who lost their parents because of unhygienic
environment and poor medical care. They live tormented
lives because their families have been broken up by
drug-addiction and wars. We prayed and asked God,
“what can we do?” Thus we started the Grace Haven
with only a few children and now it has grown to be a
house for many orphans. It was God who led us with
his gracious hands. In this big family of Grace Haven,
we take in orphans and bring up children who have
the desire to serve, hoping that they will be nourished
by God’s love here and have their lives turned around.
We see these children starting as strangers from different
backgrounds and then growing to be as close as bloodrelated siblings. They love each other. The older children
will help to take care of the younger
ones. It is in here, they learn to
accept each other and to treasure
each other. They are each other’s
companions not just in life, but also
in their spiritual walk, enjoying the
joy of God’s presence through Bible
reading and praying together, and
through praise and worship.
I remember one year, there were
four sisters whose father, under the influence of drugs,
had murdered their mother. Their father had originally
been sentenced to death, but had his sentenced reduced
to lifetime imprisonment upon the pleading of the
children’s maternal grandmother, who was a Christian
and did not want the children to lose both parents at
the same time. Their grandmother brought the lonely,
helpless children to Grace Haven. This family tragedy
would have been enough to destroy the lives of these
four children. However, thanks to God, they experienced
God’s fatherly love in
their growing up years.
They felt the love from
the older brothers and
sisters at the orphanage,
and grew into spiritually
and physically healthy
young people. When
they first entered Grace
Haven, they had been
unable to live normal
lives with dignity after
having witnessed their
father’s violence and
experienced the sudden
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loss of their mother. The pastor, teachers, and older
brothers and sisters embraced them with Christ’s love
and accompanied them in their journey of recovery. I
remember there was one time when I invited the four
sisters to my room and explained the gospel
of God’s love to them using a large gospel
drawing chart. I told them that they still
have a father in prison, but I myself had lost
both parents since young. I no longer see
myself as an orphan after getting to know
our Heavenly Father and I now have new life
and hope in Him. In the big family of Christ,
we are no longer lonely and hopeless,
because Jesus says “I will not leave you as
orphans”. After the four sisters heard the gospel, they
knelt down in prayer, accepting Jesus as their personal
Savior and to have God as their heavenly father. From
that day onwards, their lives were no longer the same.
Their faces were filled with joy, confident smiles, and they
started playing with the rest of the children. When they
first arrived at Grace Haven, the eldest sister was just 9
years old, and the youngest had been just 5 or 6 years
old. Today, they have all grown up into young ladies,
and have started working. They still visit the orphanage
from time to time, caring for the younger brothers and
sisters at Grace Haven.
Everything that the big family at Grace Haven
experiences and learns forms the lifelong spiritual
foundations of the children. Watching them grow up
healthily, leaving batch by batch, with some of them
having their own jobs and some of them becoming
pastors. What I’m most thankful for is that they have left
their childhood pains in their families and they are no
longer covered with wounds like when they first arrived.
Watching them build happy families of their own, my
heart is filled with thanksgiving. God remembers all the
years of service. God indeed is the Father who looks
after orphans. All those who have God as their father
are indeed blessed because they are no longer orphans!
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Short-term Missions ― Exploration Trip
Location

◆Yangon

◆Lashio

◆S

ponsor-A-Child Programme
Grace Haven
◆ Ethnic Student Centre
◆ Unreached People Group: Deang
◆ Equip Ministry: Bible College
◆ Micro-enterprise Projects
◆ Lashio

Highlight

◆ Minister

Areas of
Involvement

Lashio

to children / youth (Bible Lessons, Art
& Craft, Game, etc.)
◆ Share Salvation Testimony, Exhortation, etc.
◆ Impart Skills / Workshop (Computer knowledge,
English Lessons, Sewing, Health Talk, etc.)
◆ Community Service (Haircut, Exercises, etc.)

Language

Mainly Mandarin

Trip Dates

9th to 19th Dec ‘19

Accommodation

10 Night Hotel Stay (Note: Required by local
authority)

Closing Date

15th Oct ‘19

No. of People

20 (Orientation: 4 to 5 sessions)

Contact Person
Email Add

Yangon
Estimated Cost

Singapore: Irene Yeak (6280 0312)
Malaysia: Grace Quah / Ng Yao Hui (07-5577034)
Singapore: stmt@cnecintl.org
Malaysia: sac@cnecintl.org
S$1,200*
RM 3,600*
(Include accommodation, transport, food, admin &
team leading)
* Adjust accordinlgy prior to airfare changes)

MINISTRIES:INDIGENOUS CHURCH,BIBLE SCHOOL,TRIBAL WORKS,SPONSOR-A-CHILD MINISTRY,CREATIVE ACCESS MINISTRY,HOLISTIC MISSIONS

CNEC/PI Affiliates

USA: 1117E. Westview Court, Spokane, WA 99218. Tel: (509) 343-4000 Fax: (509) 343-4015
US Chinese Partnership Mobilization:North California Office-10060 Pasadena Ave Cupertino, CA 95014-5917 Tel :(650)862-8265 Fax :(408)873-1287
Canada: 8500 Torbram Rd. #56, Brampton, ONT L6T 5C6. Tel: (905) 458-1202 Fax: (905) 458-4339
UK: Armstrong House First House - Robin Hood Airport Don caster DN9 3AG. Tel: 013-02-710273 Fax: 013-02-710027
Australia: P.O. Box 84, Chatswood, NSW 2057, Tel: (02) 97128222 Fax: (02) 97125055
Japan: 1001, 2-7-63 Nishinakahara, Shizuoka-shi 422. Tel/Fax: 054-283-9317
Singapore : 134/136 Braddell Road, Singapore 359919. Tel: (65) 6280-0312 Fax: (65) 6280-0078
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All funds received in support of CNEC ministries, not more than 20% is used to sustain the office for ministries’ purposes

