
4th Quarter 2018MCI(P)No.: 009/08/2018

Christmas without knowing the real 
meaning of such a significant day, 
just like the way many Chinese 
celebrate Mid-Autumn Festival, 
Dragon Boat Festival etc without full 
understanding. 

As children of God, we must be 
mindful that Christmas is about the 
birth of our Saviour, Christ Jesus. 
God, who came to earth in human 
form, suffered the death on the cross 
and resurrected. Those who believe 
in Him will be forgiven and saved 
from the wages of sin and death. We should remember 
this good news all the time, not only on Christmas Day. Not 
only remember it but also to spread this good news to all 
nations, all people, and to the ends of the earth.

As Christmas approaches, are you ready to grab 
the opportunities to tell others what Christmas means to 
Christians? I pray that God will give you and I the courage 
to speak forth, so that those who hear the message will 
realise that the best present of Christmas is the birth of 
Christ Jesus.

When I was a teenager, I would send Christmas 
cards to my friends every Christmas Eve. In those 

days, cards were filled with pictures that were relevant to 
the birth of Christ. There were the angels appearing to the 
shepherds, baby Jesus in a manger etc. Of course, we 
would have Christmas carolling on the streets to remind 
people what Christmas was about.

These days, almost everyone celebrates Christmas 
regardless of religion. Christmas for them is about presents, 
family gatherings, parties and a long holiday. Christmas 
cards are filled with pictures of Santa Claus, Christmas 
tree and beautifully wrapped presents. People celebrate 
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There is a gift. Have you received it? 

It can’t be seen by eyes, but your heart knows it
This gift awaits outside the door of your heart. 

It is prepared just for you; no one else can receive it 

This is a stanza extracted from the Mandarin Gospel 
song “A Gift”. I believe many people are familiar with 

it. The song plainly proclaimed the love of God and brought 
out the value of life and gospel of the kingdom to the heart 
of everyone. The lyrics may be simple, the rhythm may 
not be dynamic or romantic, but it conveys the underlying 
meaning of the “gift”: one that is visible to the eyes may 
bring us short-term happiness; but the invisible gift is that 
which gives us everlasting joy and peace. Just as how God 
created all things in the universe, He left His throne on 

high, became flesh, dwelt among us, and sacrificed His life 
to bring eternal life to all because He loves us. This gift of 
love is given to those who are willing to believe and accept 
Him. So how do we respond? 

With Christmas fast approaching, it also signifies the 
end of our 2018 quarterly newsletters. Thank God, we 
have a family (a mother with 3 daughters, who loves God, 
actively involved in missions, also a faithful partner of 
CNEC for many years), writing for us this time. They are 
sharing with us what Christmas meant to them. We hope 
that their testimonies will once again inspire us to place the 
mission of missions in our hearts, reinterpret the meaning 
of Christmas, and ruminate on what is the best and most 
memorable "Christmas gift" we can give to those in need!



The Source of "JOY"

most of us get over-whelmed with what the society expects 
of us to accomplish during the festive season.  

Have we lost the true “JOY” of Christmas?  He is our 
source of “JOY”! The joy that God gives is intangible. It is 
not what we see with our eyes but what is in our heart.  So 
when people tell you Christmas is coming, I would like to 
encourage you to search deeper into your heart and find 
the “true gift” of Christmas and joy that is intangible, for 
they are the very things you cannot buy with money nor 
earn with your own effort.  

August this year, I had the privilege to visit the CNEC 
ministry in Luang Prabang (Laos) and Phnom Penh 
(Cambodia) with Rev. James Lai, the CEO of CNEC.  
Honestly, I was deeply touched by the co-workers who 
are so willing to give and share the joy of salvation with 
their community that they give their lives to be on mission 
with the Lord.  They have indeed lived out the great 
commandments, and learn to be like Him. This trip had 
helped me appreciate how important is our partnership 
with the field. In order for them to fight a winning war at 
the frontline, they need plenty of support from us, both in 
prayer and financial. 

Hence, as God’s children and Christian, we ought to 
live by what we preach. If you are willing to share your 
“JOY” with people that you have never met and to bless 
those who are in need, I urge you to strongly consider 
giving your gifts of Christmas to our co-workers in the field, 
and to continue to pray for CNEC and their ministries. 

When you think of Christmas Carols, which come 
into your mind?  Ever since I can read and sing, 

I remembered singing this particular hymn at church every 
year as part of the Christmas tradition.  This song was 
written by Isaac Watts in 1719 and the lyrics were based 
on Psalm 98:1 – 3: 

“ Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done  
marvellous things; his right hand and his holy arm have 
worked salvation for him. The Lord has made his salvation 
known and revealed his righteousness to the nations.  He 
has remembered his love and his faithfulness to Israel; all 
the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.”

I think you would have guessed by now that the song is   
“Joy To The World” and the lyrics started with : 

“ Joy to the World; The Lord is come; Let Earth receive 
her King.

Let every Heart prepare him Room, And Heaven and 
Nature sing.”

Isaac Watts has done a beautiful reflection on the true 
meaning of Christmas.  The world was intended to be filled 
with joy and hope, where sins and sorrows no longer have 
any stronghold over us.  

But let us be honest here, when people say to you 
“Christmas is just around the corner,” what are the first 
things that came to your mind?  List of presents that you 
need to prepare, friends and families that you need to send 
Christmas greetings to, and the never ending amount of 
grocery shopping to do where there is always going to be 
something that you forgot to get from the supermarket and 
have to go back to the long queue again.  It seems like 
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My Offering for Gifts: S$/RM                                  

One time Offering for gifts: S$/RM                            

Name:                                                                  
(Rev/Pastor/Dr/Mr/Mdm/Ms)                                   

Address  :                                                             

                                                                            

Contact:                                                                

Email:                                                                   

Payment in SGD:
Please make your cheque payable to “CNEC” and mail 
it together with your response slip to:  

CNEC
P O Box 771, Toa Payoh North P O                                              
Singapore 913133

Payment in MYR: 
Please make your cheque  payable to: “Christian 
Nationals’ Evangelism Commission” and mail it 
together with your response slip to:

CNEC  
P O Box 79, 81300 Skudai, Johor,  
Malaysia

Your gift will be directed where most needed, at the discretion of CNEC.

Christmas Cheer Year 2018

My Love Offering for gifts (Response Slip)

Let them feel the Great Love of God through your Generous Contribution this Christmas!

Send a Gift, Meet a Need

 Qty Gift items

            Keyboard @ S$800 (RM2,400)
            Drum Set @ S$400 (RM1,200)
           Small Electrical Generator @ S$820 (RM2,460)  
            Gospel Player Device @ S$15 (RM45) 
            Digital Cameras @S$500 (RM1,500)
            Desktop Computers @S$750 (RM2,250)                                      
            Laptops @S$850 (RM2,550) 
            Wooden Sofa Set @ S$580 (RM1,740)
            Loudspeaker @ S$250 (RM750)
            Copier Machine @ S$250 (RM750)
            Printers @ S$250 (RM750)   
            LCD Projectors @ S$600 (RM1,800)
            Portable Basketball Hoops @ S$500 (RM1,500)
            Mosquito Nets @ S$25 (RM75)
            5kg Rice Bags @ S$10(RM30)

For Community 
            Drilled Wells @S$1,000 (RM3,000)
            Toilets @S$900 (RM2,700)
           Chicks per dozen @ S$30 (RM90) 
           Buffalo @ S$600 (RM1,800)  
            Calves @ S$800 (RM2,400)  
            Piglets @ S$100 (RM300)  
            Mango Saplings @ S$4 (RM12)  
            Lemon Saplings @ S$4 (RM12)  
            Fishes @ S$1(RM3)  
            Mushroom Plantation @S$700 (RM2,100)  
            Vegetable Hydroponic Plantation @S$250 (RM750)  

For Children
            Bible Story Books @ S$10 (RM30) 
            Bibles @ S$15 (RM45) 
            Roundworm Medication @ S$10 (RM21)  
            School Bags @ S$15 (RM45)  
            Stationeries @ S$6 (RM18)
            Slippers @ S$4 (RM12)  
            First-aid Kits @ S$40 (RM120)                                      
            School Uniforms @ S$35 (RM105)  
            Multivitamins @ S$25 (RM75)  
            Antiseptic Cream @ S$12 (RM36) 
            Dental Kits @ S$6 (RM18)  
            Blankets @ S$20 (RM60)  
            Stools @ $6 (RM18)  
            Winter Clothes @ S$30 (RM90)
            Rain Coats @ S$6 (RM18)

For Co-workers
            Christian Literature @S$25 (RM75)  
            Winter Jackets @S$40 (RM120)  
           Table Fans @S$35 (RM105)  
           Spiritual CD @S$5 (RM15) 

For Ministry 
            Motocycles @S$2,000 (RM6,000)
            Bicycles @S$150 (RM450)
           Mountain Motorbike @S$9,000 (RM27,000)  
            Mowers @S$200 (RM600)
            Guitars @S$200 (RM600)                                       

 Qty Gift items



We look to the Lord to be your guide in your gifts this Christmas to meet the many needs in our mission work at Myanmar, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, Yunnan, and Philippines etc.   

For Community (Micro-enterprises, Community Care)– Your gifts will help to improve the community

For Children (Orphanages, Students’ Centers, SAC)– Your gifts will satisfy their basic needs! 

For Co-workers (Pastors, Bible’s Students)– Your gifts will remedy their resource shortage!

For Ministry (Churches, Missions’ Organization)– Your gifts will make their ministering more fulfilling! 

1. Bible Story Books (490 books)
2. Bibles (610 units)
3. Roundworm Medication (20 units) 
4. School Bags (1,225 bags)
5. Stationeries (760 sets)
6. Slippers (1020 pairs)
7. First-aid Kits (11 units)
8. School Uniforms (30 sets)
9. Multivitamins (30 bottles)
10. Antiseptic Cream (10 units)
11. Dental Kits (420 sets)
12. Blankets (122 units)
13. Stools (90 units)
14. Winter Clothes (273 units) 
15. Rain Coats (950 units)

1. Christians Literature (239 units)
2. Winter Jackets (286 units)
3. Table Fans (25 units)
4. Spiritual CD (244 units)

1.  Motorcycles (20 units)
2.  Bicycles (4 units)
3.  Mountain Motorbike (1 unit) 
4.  Mowers (1 unit)
5.  Guitars (48 units)
6.  Keyboard (3 units)
7.  Drum Set (1 unit)
8.  Small Electrical Generator (1 set)
9.  Gospel Player Device (200 units)
10.  Digital Cameras (15 units)
11.  Desktop Computers (29 units)
12.  Laptops (17 units)
13.  Wooden Sofa Set (1 set)
14.  Loudspeaker (1 unit)
15.  Copier Machine (1 unit) 
16.  Printers (1 unit)
17.  LCD Projectors (4 units)
18.  Portable Basketball Hoops (1 unit)
19.  Mosquito Nets (30 units)
20.  5kg Rice Bags (28 units)

1.  Drilled Wells (11 units)
2.  Toilets (16 units)
3.  Chicks per dozen (341 dozens)
4.  Buffalo (13 units)
5.  Calves (15 units)
6.  Piglets (61 units)
7.  Mango Saplings (250 units)
8.  Lemon Saplings (250 units)
9.  Fishes (9003 units) 
10.  Mushroom Plantation (1 unit)
11.  Vegetable Hydroponic Plantation (3 units)



Thirty-eight days before Christmas 2009, the course 
of my life changed forever in the blink of an eye. 

Dr Roland Su (my husband aged 39) had a massive heart 
attack and was pronounced dead on the way to National 
University of Hospital (NUH). We were actually seven 
months away from going full time to serve in Nigeria as 
missionary educators. Roland was ready to give up a 
prestigious job as Associate Dean at NUS, and we were 
willing to leave our comfortable lifestyle and familiar 
surroundings of friends and family. 

“Are you angry with God?” CEO of CNEC, Rev. James 
Lai, asked me a few weeks after the funeral. Honestly from 
my heart, I was not angry with God but I was very puzzled 
and confused. Why was it that when we were ready to leave 
everything behind to serve Him full time, that God took my 
husband away, leaving me behind with two young children, 
Gloria (aged 6) and Timothy (aged 3)? Everything seemed 
to be a nightmare and in a haze. What good did that do? 
Why? Why? Why? The questions kept going through my 
mind.

Having so much to deal with and go through after the 
funeral, Christmas had no appeal to me that year. All those 
festive decorations and lights on Orchard Road, the carols 
and preparations had no meaning for me during that time. 
My children received many gifts from family and friends 
that Christmas. I was thankful and grateful for such lavish 
gifts showered on my family, but honestly, my heart was 
not touched by any of these gifts. Because they were 
“somehow expected” from people who knew us. 

Four days before Christmas Day, a stranger called. 
She had read about us from The Straits Times and said 
she would like to meet up. During our meeting, we shared 
our troubles and sorrows and just before she left, she gave 
me a gift. It suddenly hit me how humbling and honored 

An Unforgettable Christmas "Gift"
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it was to receive a 
gift from someone I 
did not know! Many 
months passed and 
after moving from 
Singapore to New 
Zealand, it dawned 
on me one day to 
revisit my memories 
of that day. 

Living in a more 
affluent society 
like Singapore, we 
are often in the 
privileged position 
of being able to give 
$50 here, $500 there, and it seems somewhat trivial. But 
have we experienced the other end of giving and receiving? 
To be able to receive something from someone you know 
was pretty normal, and we often find many other ways 
to repay them. This would “save face” in our culture and 
ensure that we do not owe others a favour. But to receive 
something from a total stranger whom we cannot repay is 
truly humbling and profound.

 From a receiver’s point of view, it is not just the 
‘present’ itself, but the ‘presence’ of the other person and 
his/her love and care. It is indeed a blessing to receive love 
from a stranger whom we do not even know before and 
care we cannot even repay. 

As Christmas approaches, would you be that stranger 
to someone this Christmas? Would you be that stranger to 
mend some broken hearts with love and care, and bring 
hope into someone’s life once again? Would you be willing 
to be that stranger who gives towards CNEC’s “Christmas 
Cheers 2018” programme and bring that hope and love to 
those we may never meet? Would you?

Thank God! It is with a heavy heart I write this personal 
testimony, for it is reliving my painful past. But on the other 
hand, I do want to share my story, and encourage all of us to 
remember that Christmas is a time of giving and spreading 
the gospel. Jesus came and gave us the ultimate gift of 
new life. May we learn from His giving.



As a Christian living in this materialistic world, 
it is often easy and tempting to follow the 

commercialised Christmas of our society today. I could also 
see people rushing to get their shopping done with stressful 
look on their faces. Houses decorated with Christmas trees 
that are weighted down with tinsels and presents. All these 
hint that Christmas is near. Yet, more than 2,000 years ago, 
baby Jesus was born in a cold, humble and quiet manger 
with only Joseph, Mary and the farm animals. 

I hope that during this Christmas season, we could 
slow down and reflect on the great gift God has given to us. 
The Gift that has the greatest value, more than what the 
world could offer. A gift of love, hope and salvation.  

May I challenge my brothers and sisters-in-Christ that 
you would consider giving someone a gift that cannot be 
purchased. Perhaps a gift of “forgiveness” to someone 
you have been holding grudge for a while, a gift of 
“encouragement or prayers” to someone who is struggling 
at the moment, or a gift of “kindness” by helping out 

The Gift of Christmas
someone in need. Irrespective of what gift we are giving, 
we hope that they will accept Jesus, accept the gospel, and 
accept God’s love. May God use each one of us, to be His 
witness during this Christmas season.
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