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In missions we encounter many challenges. Very often, 
missionaries and the churches they planted live in a culture 

foreign and strange to Christian faith; this may include the 
ideological trends and values. This is a challenge to see that 
the ways of missionaries and churches are contrary to the ways 
of the mainstream culture. To add to the challenge, mission 
organizations and mission fields are always in need and 
striving to make ends meet because of the lack of resources. As 
such, many who serve in missions1 are at risk of straying from 
the primary purpose of missions.

In light of these challenges, I hope the passage in Hebrews 
4:15 – 5:10 which is high in Christology will bring us back to 
the purpose and the model of missions. May it encourage us to 
stand firm and press on in spite of the challenges.

This passage sheds some light on our understanding of 
Christ and the work He has accomplished:

1. Christ is the supreme, perfect and eternal high priest. 
Therefore He is the perfect mediator between God and 
men. He has indefinitely restored our relationship with 
God. Christ’s ministry is effective and His salvific work 
is perpetual. 

2. Like us, Christ has been tempted in every respect as we 
are, yet He did not sin. He is able to sympathize with 
our weaknesses. 

3. Christ is not only able to sympathize with our weaknesses; 
He has overcome temptation and ascended on high. 
Therefore in times of difficulties, we can boldly draw 
near to the throne of grace in prayer.

4. Christ is God the Father’s only begotten Son. His 
priesthood is designated by the Father.

5. For the salvation of sinners, Christ offered up prayers and 
supplications with loud crying and tears. He learned 
obedience from the things which He suffered and having 
made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the 
source of eternal salvation.

This passage taught us three aspects of missions: 
(i) The purpose of missions is to proclaim Christ

Christ the perfect high priest and His work indicates the 
necessity of salvation, and this is the crux of missions. Therefore 
irrespective of the model or strategy we employ, the sole 
purpose of missions is to proclaim Christ. The vision of CNEC 
is to “win, nurture, equip and send the nationals, empowering 
them to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ among their 
unreached communities in Southeast Asia and beyond.”

We earnestly urge all churches and mission partners to 
be our guardians, always reminding us the purpose of our 
ministry. We urge you to appraise us according to our purpose. 
Help us by ensuring that we use all of our resources for the 
chief purpose of proclaiming Christ, be it funds contributed 
by our mission partners, participation by short-term mission 

1 In this text, those serving in missions include missionaries serving in the frontline; 
leaders and co-workers of mission organizations; church leaders and laities involved 
in missions. 
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teams, implementation of mission strategies 
and service from our volunteers.  
(ii) Missions must be Christ-centered

The objective of missions is to make known Christ through 
various means; bringing people to the knowledge of Christ and 
His work; and trusting Him for their salvation. All of us who 
serve in missions – whether pastors, laities, missionaries, co-
workers or directors of mission organizations - should constantly 
devote ourselves to worshiping God through Christ, trusting 
Him and interceding at the throne of grace. This will keep us 
from becoming disheartened when proclaiming the good news 
and “drifting away”. (Hebrew 2:1)

We earnestly urge all churches and mission partners 
to intercede for our co-workers in your prayers, remember 
especially those who are serving in the frontline. Pray for us 
that we will walk closely with Christ, and we will not lose heart 
and drift away.
(iii) Missions must be modeled after Christ

Christ the high priest is able to sympathize with the 
weaknesses of all sinners, yet He did not sin. He is also the 
high priest who ascended on high. He identified with sinners 
yet distinct from sinners.

This reminds us that missions is always incarnational, just as 
the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. While we identify 
with the unreached and feel their needs,2 we are separated 
for holiness and distinct from them. Through identification and 
distinction, we reflect the uniqueness of Christ. In missions while 
we need empathy, we also need exhortation. The humility of 
Christ shows humanity what love is; the victory of Christ and 
His ascending on high gives humanity the hope to long for. 
Therefore missions is a ministry of love and hope.

While we imitate Christ and identify with the unreached, we 
should continue to trust Him and follow Him intently. In so doing, 
we can look beyond our present hardships and limitations, and 
enter into the hope and glory awaiting us. In other words, we 
make known to the unreached that we are all sinners and we 
need Christ’s salvation. Yet we live a life which reflects our 
union with Christ – that is, a life of holiness - testifying that the 
gospel is the power of God for salvation which gives us hope 
for the future.

We trust that all churches and mission partners can give 
us the love and hope in this ministry through empathy and 
exhortation. We hope you will understand our shortcomings 
and imperfections while holding out the hope that we will 
continue to strive towards perfection.

To be in missions is to be prepared to pay a great price. I 
hope all mission workers, churches; mission partners will co-
labor with CNEC by travailing in prayer, sharing in Christ’s 
suffering and obeying God’s command.

2  The pioneers of CNEC understood that the most effective way to identify with the 
nationals is to win them, nurture them, equip them and send them. 



In 2012, my wife and I had the opportunity to visit 
our CNEC field in Phnom Penh, Cambodia and Ho 

Chi Minh City in Vietnam to have first-hand understanding 
of the work of CNEC in these two countries.

In Cambodia, we visited the Pepper Plantation 
CNEC had set up to support the local ministry. In our 
interactions with the local workers, we could immediately 
felt the tremendous blessings of the Lord for the Cambodian 
people through the work of the Pepper Plantation. We 
were told that the plantation provided jobs for the many 
young people especially the girls who would otherwise 
find other means of earning a living including involving in 
vice activities. The Plantation was also used as a means 
of outreach work to the minority tribal Kuys people who 
were hired to work in the farm and as a result, being 
reached by the Gospel. We saw how the Lord used His 
people’s giving towards the Pepper Plantation to be a 
multiplied blessing to the Cambodians.

In Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, our CNEC workers 
arranged for us to visit the SAC children residing in the 
villages. On the way there, our vehicle passed by many 
school going children walking along the road at about 
10.30 in the morning. Our workers told us that these 
children were attending the schools in the afternoon but 
they had to start walking from their home early for their 
two to three hour journey in order for them to reach their 
schools on time. These children only wished that they 
could have bicycles to ride on to cut down on their daily 
travelling time.  

On reaching the village, we were brought to visit the 
church which helped CNEC administer the SAC scheme 
among the children in the village. We were heartened 
to hear from the Pastor that the SAC had helped many 
children in the village to have a good education and 
many of them were also attending the Sunday School 
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in the church. Later, we managed to go into the village 
to meet several of these children. The families were 
grateful for the SAC programme and they requested that 
the programme be extended to the siblings of the SAC 
children. Our hearts were burdened when we heard 
this and we told them that we would try to obtain more 
support so that more children could be blessed with good 
education. 

We would like to encourage you at this point to 
consider giving a small amount of money every month to 
bless just one more child in these third world countries. 
It may just mean a simpler and cheaper meal for a day 
and you would have that amount to bless these children.

The SAC children we spoke to were so full of 
gratitude in their responses. My wife and I brought along 
some used clothes, pencils and erasers and we could 
see the joy and smiles on their faces when they received 
these items even though they were not new. We felt sad 
that these were things we Singaporeans took for granted 
and did not treasure but our friends there were so happy 
to receive them. 

Can we do more for these children? Definitely 
yes! Many of them told us about their dreams and 
ambitions. They hoped to become professionals like 
doctors and teachers and to go back to their villages to 
serve their people. We were touched by their sharing 
and challenged that we could contribute towards helping 
these children fulfil their noble wishes. We would like to 
encourage you to go to mission field and experience it 
for yourself. Be challenged by the Lord to do something 
for these children. 

Make this Christmas a special one for them. You 
can participate in the CNEC Christmas Cheer to sponsor 
Christmas gifts for these children. The gifts will be 
necessities like bicycles and jackets. God has blessed us 
richly in Singapore. Let us be good stewards of what 
He has entrusted to us. May we be a blessing to these 
children by giving generously and cheerfully.

Picture taken at the Pepper Plantation, Phnom Penh (Mr Lim is 
wearing grey) 

Picture taken at HCMC, Vietnam (Mrs Lim is wearing a red shirt)



1. Motorcycles (22 units)
2. Electrical Tricycle (1 unit)
3. Mountain Motorbike (1 unit) 
4. Guitars (11 units)
5. Video Camera (1 unit)
6. Potable Sound System (2 sets)
7. Vietnam VGM Device (Listen to gospel) – 150 units
8. Digital Cameras (20 units)
9. Desktop Computers (25 units)
10. Laptops (11 units)
11. Tables and Chairs (10 sets)
12. Beds (30 units)
13. Kitchen  Appliances (1 set) 
14. Photocopiers (4 units)
15. Rice Cooker Machines (3 units)
16. Sewing Machines (1 unit)
17. Electrical Generator (1 unit)
18. Water Project (1 unit)
19. Solar Panels (1 unit)

1. Christmas Goodie bags (1,000 bags) 
2. Bible Story Books (290 books)
3. Bibles (626 units)
4. Sunday School’s Teaching Materials (5 units) 
5. School Bags (1,451 bags)
6. Stationery (443 sets)
7. Tables and Chairs (30 sets)
8. Slippers (96 pairs)
9. Shoes (40 pairs)
10. T-Shirts (370 units)
11. School Uniform (50 sets)
12. Bicycles (10 units)
13. Vitamins (50 bottles)
14. Antiseptic Cream (30 units)
15. Dental Kits (813 sets)
16. Blankets (473 units)
17. Rain Coats (100 units)
18. Umbrellas (150 units)
19. Mosquito’s traps (120 units)

For Communities (Micro-enterprises, Community Care)– Your gifts will help to improve the community

1. Bibles (170 units)
2. Christians Literature (126 units)
3. Winter Jackets (494 units)
4. T-Shirts (62 units)
5. Christians CD (12 units)

For Children (Orphanages, Students’ Centers, SAC)– Your gifts will satisfy their basic needs! 

For Co-workers (Pastors, Bible’s Students)– Your gifts will remedy their resource shortage!

For Ministries (Churches, Missions’ Organizations)– Your gifts will make their ministering more fulfilling! 

1. Roundworm Medication (3 bottles) 
2. Rice (5kg)- 1,290 packs
3. Drilled Wells (19 units)
4. Toilets (31 units)
5. Chicks (per dozen)- 380 dozens
6. Young Cows (32 units)
7. Young Goats (30 units)
8. Piglets (30 units)
9. Mango Saplings (110 units)
10. Lemon Saplings (10 units)
11. Corn Seeds (22 packs)
12. Fertilizers (35 packs)
13. Pig Pens (2 units) 

We look to the Lord to be your guide in your gifts this Christmas to meet the many needs in our mission work at 
Myanmar, Cambodia, Indonesia, Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, and Yunnan etc.   



□ My Offering for Gifts: S$/RM                            

□ One lump sum to the most needed gifts:

S$/RM                                                             

Name:                                                                 
(Rev/Dr/Mr/Mrs/Miss)                                   

Add  :                                                                 

                                                                          

Email:                                                                  

Tel    :                                                                   

My Love Offering for gifts

✁

Please make your cheque payable to CNEC & mail it 
with the response slips to:  

CNEC
P O Box 771, Toa Payoh North P O                                              
Singapore 913133

For contribution in Malaysia, please make your cheque  
payable to:

Christian Nationals’ Evangelism Commission
and mail it with the response slips to:

CNEC  
P O Box 79, 81300 Skudai, Johor,  
Malaysia

Christmas Cheer 2015

I would like to contribute towards:

Let them feel the Great Love of God through your Generous Contribution this Christmas!

Send a Gift, Meet a Need

Your gift will be directed where most needed, at the discretion of CNEC.

 Qty Gift items
            Christmas Goodie Bags@S$4 (RM12)
            Children’s Bible Story Books@S$18 (RM53)                                    
            Children’s Bibles@S$36 (RM107) 
            Children’s Sunday School Teaching Materials@ 
 S$13 (RM39) 
            School Bags@S$15 (RM45)
            Stationery@S$10 (RM30)
            Children’s Tables and Chairs@S$62 (RM184)
            Children’s Slippers@S$9 (RM27)
            Children’s Shoes@S$9 (RM27)
            Children’s T-shirts@S$7 (RM21)
            School Uniforms@S$24 (RM71)
            Children’s Bicycles@S$186 (RM552)
            Children’s Vitamins@S$25 (RM74)
            Antiseptic Cream @S$12 (RM36)                                            
            Children’s Dental Kits@S$10 (RM30) 
            Blankets@S$21 (RM62)
            Children’s Rain Coats@S$9 (RM27)  
            Umbrellas@S$9 (RM27)   
            Mosquito’s traps@S$5 (RM15)
            Bibles@S$10 (RM30)  
            Christian Literature@S$18 (RM53)
            Winter Jackets@S$38 (RM113)
            T-Shirts@S$7 (RM21)  
            Christians’ CD@S$12 (RM36)                                                
            Motocycles@S$2,000 (RM5,935)                                                  
            Electrical Tricycles@S$1,900 (RM5,638)
            Mountain Motorbikes@S$10,800 (RM32,047)
            Guitars@S$150 (RM445)                                       

            Video Cameras@S$653 (RM1,938)                                                    
            Potable Sound System@S$519 (RM1,540)
            Vietnam VGM Device@S$7 (RM21)–Listen to gospel 
            DSL Digital Cameras@S$250 (RM742)
            Desktop Computers@S$660 (RM1,958)                                      
            Laptops@S$600 (RM1,780) 
            Tables and Chairs@S$66 (RM196)
            Beds@S$169 (RM501)
            Kitchen Appliances@S$1,175 (RM3,487)     
            Photocopiers@S$474 (RM1,407)
            Rice Cooker Machines@S$936 (RM2,777)   
            Sewing Machines@ S$327 (RM970)
            Electrical Generators @ S$653 (RM1,938)
            Water Projects@ S$7,835 (RM23,249)
            Solar Panels@ S$522 (RM1,549)
            Roundworm Medication@ S$47 (RM139)  
            Rice (5kg) @ S$6 (RM18)  
            Drilled Wells@ S$1,707 (RM5,065)  
            Toilets@ S$1,185 (RM3,516)
            Chicks per dozen @ S$29 (RM86)  
            Young Cows @ S$943 (RM2,798)  
            Young Goats@ S$122 (RM362)  
            Piglets@ S$133 (RM395)  
            Mango Saplings@ S$18 (RM53)  
            Lemon Saplings@ S$26 (RM77)
            Corn Seeds @ S$71 (RM211)  
            Fertilizers @ S$15 (RM45)  
            Pig Pens@ S$340 (RM1,009)  



Through Christmas Cheer 2014, every CNEC co-worker in 
Thailand received a brand new backpack. All of us, especially 

those with old and tattered bags, were thrilled with this special gift. As 
you can see from this picture, smiles were all over when we received these 
lovely backpacks. We thank God and our kind sponsors. The backpacks 
are our close companions as we journey in this ministry. May God bless 
you for this overwhelming generosity.  

 John (Thailand)

I am extremely excited to write this letter to you, 
as I’d like to express my utmost appreciation and 

gratitude. Thanks to your support and kindness, I can 
now go to school. Thank you for the uniforms, books 
and stationery you have contributed in the last Christmas 
Cheer! May God bless you with good health, joy and 
peace and success in everything you do. Please keep 
me in your prayers. I am learning English so that I can 
communicate with you more fluently in the future. Please 
visit me whenever you have the time to do so. Thank you 
for everything. 

Keo (Luang Prabang,Laos)

Time really passes very quickly. Christmas is 
just around the corner. Each year as the festive 

season approaches, my heart is filled with joy. Even 
though my family may not be with me during Christmas, I 
am thankful that there are many kind and loving sponsors 
who care for us. Though they are miles away, they have 
never stopped thinking about us. I know they pray for us 
too. Above all, I thank God that they send us Christmas 
gifts through CNEC.  The gifts may be small to them but 
they make us very happy!

In Myanmar, we suffer from cold winds every 
winter. Last Christmas we were pleasantly surprised to 
receive blankets as gifts. The blankets warm our bodies 
and our hearts! We thank God and our kind sponsors 
for their gifts. Their generosity have once again kept us 
warm from the cold winds and allowing us to sleep well 
in the night so that we do not fall sick. May God bless 
you and your family!

Yang Chun Da (Myanmar) 

Dear Sponsors and Donors, 
Thank you for making a difference in our lives!  

You have been very kind to me. You are like an 
angel who makes my dream come true. With your help, 
I can now attend school. Thank you for keeping me in 
your prayers.  Your prayers and encouragement light up 
my life. You supported me when I face difficulties in life. 
Without your help, I would still be treading a dim and 
hopeless path.

Christmas is my favorite season. I thank God that 
every year, we receive gifts from the Christmas Cheer 
through CNEC. Although the gifts are small, they warm 
our hearts and give us much joy.  Last Christmas, we 
received rain boots.  This is the most thoughtful gift 
because during the monsoon season, rain boots protect 
our feet when we walk on muddy roads to our schools. 
With the rain boots, we can travel to the mountainous 
areas without hurting our feet.

Thank you for giving us a memorable and 
meaningful Christmas. Thank you too for praying for us. 
May God bless you!

Yang Lian Qing (Myanmar) 



I thank God for His wonderful grace and all the sponsors for meeting 
our daily needs through your gifts and prayers.  Your practical help has 

improved our lives tremendously. It is because of your prayers that we have 
grown physically, emotionally and spiritually. Last Christmas we received winter 

jackets from our sponsors and this year they still come in handy. The 
winter jackets keep us warm during the colder season. They warm 
our bodies and our hearts. Apart from the jackets, we are grateful to 
receive Children’s Bible Story books from you. The books enrich our 
lives and increase our Bible knowledge. The little library here has 
become our favorite corner. Thank you once again for improving our 
lives here in Myanmar. May God bless you!

Bao Mei Rong (Myanmar)

My name is Bui Thi Lem. There are four people in my family: my father, 
mother, younger brother and I. I thank God for your support. Now I can 

go to school.  I am attending Long Binh Secondary School while my brother is in 
the School of Hope. My father suffers from sinusitis and my mother has epilepsy. My 
family is in a difficult situation.

In the past, I walked approximately two hours from my home to school every 
day. They are about four to five kilometers apart. During the last Christmas Cheer, 
I received a bicycle as a gift. I am thankful to God that your contribution of this 
bicycle has made my school journey much easier. 

I sincerely appreciate your generosity. May God bless you with good health and peace!
Bui Thi Lem (Vietnam)

Staff at CNEC office wishing you a blessed Christmas!
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The Greatest Gift God GAVE to the World is Jesus, 
His Only Begotten Son.
The Greatest Christmas Gift we can SHARE with the 
World is the Love of Jesus! (reference to John 3:16)
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