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As I recall the history of Christian Nationals’ Evangelism 
Commission (CNEC) spanning over seventy years 

and the presence of CNEC in Singapore for the past sixty 
years, my heart is filled with thanksgiving! CNEC together with 
churches around the world have partnered in many ministries 
over the years. In this issue of ‘Praise and Prayer’, co-workers 
who had served with us faithfully will share with you their 
thoughts and reflections. It is my sincere hope that CNEC will 
continue to partner with churches around the world in the 
twenty-first century, to boldly proclaim the gospel and fulfill the 
Great Commission.

How can you and your church partner with CNEC to fulfill 
the Great Commission?

Stretching the Value of Your Mission Fund

By supporting CNEC, you can stretch the value of your 
mission fund, whether you are contributing individually or as a 
church. Your mission fund will have a multiplying effect when 
we channel it to the mission field. For instance the amount which 
is used to support a missionary is equivalent to supporting 
ten to twenty local co-workers. (Please understand that we 
are not devaluing the importance of missionaries and their 
contributions.) CNEC places great emphasis on equipping 
indigenous leaders to reach their own ethnic groups.

The Multiplying Effect of Your Mission Fund

When you support CNEC, you are supporting the global 
mission work through the Partnership Alliance (PA). PA is an 
international group of holistic development organizations 
including Partners International USA, Partners International 
Canada, WorldShare UK, WorldShare Australia and CNEC 
Singapore. Through CNEC you can support five thousand 
indigenous co-workers in more than fifty countries. They are 
serving in a wide range of ministries and their global impact 
is tremendous. Last year through their ministries, 1.4 million 
people were evangelized, 63,800 responded to the gospel, 
2,327 churches were planted and 20,500 were equipped for 
ministries. Therefore I would like to invite you and your church 

to partner with us in this twenty-first century mission endeavor.

Contribute Your Talents and Partner with Us in 
Missions

There are ample opportunities for you to get involved in 
missions. Here are the openings which you may consider:

1. Adopt an unreached people group - CNEC Singapore 
has more than 53 ethnic group ministries within 
Southeast Asia.

2. Children ministry – Through the ‘Sponsor-A-Child’ 
(SAC) Program, CNEC has supported over 4,000 
children who live in poverty. To-date twelve student 
centers, seventeen children’s homes and twenty-six 
SAC schools have been built. Many children have 
benefited from CNEC’s holistic ministry. We win 
the next generation by meeting their physical and 
spiritual needs.

3. Training and equipping – CNEC’s School of Mission 
enables local pastors and church leaders to receive 
training. It seeks to improve their biblical knowledge, 
enhance their effectiveness in reaching out to their 
communities and nurturing the congregation.

4. Micro-enterprise projects - These projects are used 
to assist indigenous ministries in experiencing the 
value of stewardship and empowering them to move 
towards self-sufficient, self-supporting, self-governing 
and self-propagating.

You can also join our short-term mission trips 
around Southeast Asia – Laos, Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Thailand, Myanmar, Indonesia 
and Malaysia. These trips will enrich 
your experience as you encounter 
different cultures and understand the 
needs in the mission fields.

We look forward to partnering with you 
in missions!

Getting to Know CNEC
Rev James Lai

Executive Director, CNEC (Singapore)
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‘He proclaimed the kingdom of God and taught about the 
Lord Jesus Christ—with all boldness and without hindrance!’ 
(Acts 28:31)

Beginning 1998, CNEC Hong Kong has been sending 
short-term mission teams to Southeast Asia mission 

fields. Over the years, we have visited Northern Thailand, 
Johor Bahru and Tapah in West Malaysia, Phnom Penh in 
Cambodia, as well as Lashio in Myanmar. In Southeast Asia, 
we work with our partner - Christian Nationals’ Evangelism 
Commission (CNEC) in Singapore. We made numerous visits 
to the CNEC Singapore office and the CNEC Malaysia office. 
Rev. Paul Chang and Rev. James Lai always receive us with 
warm hospitality and make us feel at home. There were many 
times when co-workers in CNEC Singapore became our mission 
team guides. They liaised with the local churches and co-
workers; arranged for our transportation and accommodation; 
and provided many opportunities for us to serve during the 
trips. These made our mission trips memorable! Visits to the 
mission fields have widened our perspectives and opened our 
minds to global missions. It was a life-changing experience!  
We thank God that there were many who entered full-time 
ministry after joining the mission trips. There were even some 
who tied their knots after getting to know each other in the 
mission trips! 

My son too has a life-changing experience during one of 
the mission trips. I brought him to Northern Thailand during 
one of the trips. At that time he was still a teenage. When he 
saw many young children in the mountainous area without 
decent clothes and some without shoes, he realized he should 
not take for granted all that he had. As such he has greater 
compassion for the poor, knowing that all he has comes from 
God. My son learnt humility and appreciativeness. My wife 

participated in mission trips and she understood how the locals 
were blessed by visits of mission teams. Subsequently, she led 
a group of sisters on a mission trip which impacted their lives. 
The trips have provided many opportunities for them to serve 
in the mission fields, especially with their unique gifts in dance.

Through CNEC, we were given ample opportunities 
to serve in overseas missions during our short trips. CNEC 
has coordinated the trips and provided us with the much 

needed assistance. During such trips, we gained our firsthand 
experience of the diverse culture and needs of different people 
groups. We witnessed what life is like as a university student 
in Cambodia Phnom Penh; the misery of children living in 
Myanmar student centers and orphanages; the plight of 
Han Chinese and minority ethnic groups in the mountainous 
regions of northern Thailand, the lives of “Sama-Bajau” or 
sea nomads and aboriginals in Malaysia. Often at the end 
of our trips, the mission teams would give towards the needs 
of the fields. At times, we would bring their needs back to 
churches in Hong Kong.  There was a year when my wife 
was in Myanmar Lashio. She saw an orphanage which was in 
dilapidated condition.  Whenever it rained, the children would 
have to bring their beddings to the church to take shelter. 
When she returned to Hong Kong, she shared with the church 
the plight of the children in the orphanage. Later we were able 
to raise sufficient fund to build a children’s dormitory for the 
orphanage. We give thanks to the Lord! 

Short-term missions have blessed the mission fields in 
many ways. As such we would like to invite the Diaspora 
in local churches and those overseas to consider joining the 
mission trips. There was a year when two of our sisters-in-Christ 
living in Perth went on a mission trip to Myanmar Lashio. They 
saw the needs of the ministry and shared with their church in 
Perth. The church raised fund to support the ministry. They also 
invited the Myanmar Field Director Rev. Cha Tan Yone and his 
wife to share on their ministry with the church in Perth. This has 
helped the church gain better understanding of the needs in 
the mission field.

We are grateful for the support of the Executive Director 
of CNEC, the mission field co-workers, as well as the staffs in 
CNEC office. May the Lord bless the work in your hands!

Currently, CNEC Hong Kong has established a CNEC Joint 
Mission Committee. Seven churches have joined the Committee 
to participate in missions. We hope more churches will join 
us in the near future. Our annual budget for mission projects 
stands at HK$3.5 million or approximately S$600,000. This 
is a small sum compared to the annual budget of CNEC 
Singapore. We hope God would use us in missions and we 
will always strive towards fulfilling God’s desire.

Reflections from 
Short-Term Mission Trips

Elder Daniel To
Chairman, CNEC Joint Mission Committee
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After I was appointed a Board Member of CNEC 
Malaysia twenty years ago, my relationship with 

CNEC deepened over the years. The opportunity to serve in 
CNEC has broadened my perspectives on global missions. I 
learnt that mission is not just about words but practical actions.

CNEC - A mission organization which helps to 
fulfill the great commission 

Matthew 28:19-20, ‘Therefore go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.’ 

Most Christians would be familiar with the great 
commission, CNEC is an organization which helps to fulfill the 
great commission by taking practical actions. In July 2014, I 
traveled with Rev. James Lai to China Yunnan Province to visit 
the ministry in Baoshan. I was deeply moved by the zeal and 
perseverance of CNEC co-workers in reaching the minority 
ethnic groups. They often have to ride on motorcycles or travel 
on foot to the mountainous regions to share the gospel with the 
ethnic people. They also shared with me their firsthand accounts 
of the persecutions they went through. Notwithstanding the 
persecutions, they stood firm. 

They set up Sunday schools for children so that the young 
may also hear the good news. They equip a new generation 
of leaders so that the ministry can be continued. This is but just 
one of the mission fields of CNEC. Today CNEC has extended 
its mission fields to almost every country in Southeast Asia.

CNEC - A mission organization which emphasizes 
holistic ministry

Matthew 25:35-36, ‘For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes 
and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was 
in prison and you came to visit me.’

When Christ returns again to judge the world, there 
are many who will receive their rewards. Those who will be 
rewarded are the ones who are compassionate; who see the 

needs of others as their responsibility. Sharing the good news 
is a commission; caring for those in needs requires one to go 
beyond his duty; and helping those in needs is our testimony.

CNEC does not only share the good news, it also renders 
practical help to those in needs. As written in James 1:22, ‘Do 
not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do 
what it says.’ and James 2:20, ‘You foolish person, do you 
want evidence that faith without deeds is useless?’ CNEC is 
indeed a mission organization which has faith and deeds.

CNEC - An inter-denominational mission 
organization

The world has undergone many significant changes in 
recent years. The rise in false ideologies and terrorism has 
brought about much fear in the world we live.  It has also 
highlighted the importance of missions and the pressing 
needs of mission organizations in the areas of administrative 
work and manpower requirement. In CNEC Malaysia, board 
members were initially made up of church leaders from 
churches founded by CNEC. Today we have board members 
who are church leaders of other denominations. We have 
taken down the denominational barriers and meet the needs 
of global missions through ecumenical co-operation. 

An example of such inter-denominational co-operation is 
the Diaspora ministry among the Nepalese and Vietnamese 
workers.  Churches from different denominations welcome the 
migrant workers and make them feel at home. The church has 
not only become their physical home but also their spiritual 
home. Many of these migrant workers shared the gospel with 
their families when they returned home, bringing their families 
to Christ. 

I am thankful 
that I have co-worked 
with CNEC for over 
twenty years. We 
are fellow travelers; 
we are learning 
together to serve 
in missions. Seeing 
how our Heavenly 
Father showered His 
blessings, I personally felt that when you care for the needy 
children, our Father will care for your own. When you attend 
to other’s needs, God will attend to your needs. 

May the Lord kindle our hearts to remain fervent in 
evangelism. We hope you will partner CNEC to fulfill the 
missions. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen the 
works of CNEC.

CNEC and I - We are fellow travelers
Dr. Tay Chon Chong

CNEC Malaysia Board Member, SAC Sponsor

FINANCE OFFICER with the following
Qualifications & Job Description:

• Accounting experience preferred
• Accounting software skill and knowledge [MYOB, etc]
• Able to handle daily income and expenses bookkeeping

RECRUITMENT NOTICE (JUNE 2015) JOB VACANCY at CNEC
• Appropriate qualification
• Effective in written and spoken English and Chinese
• Salary range from $1,800 - $2,000 (negotiable based

on qualification and experience)
Contact Miss Irene Yeak at Tel: 62800312 for an appointment

CNEC Malaysia Board Members (Dr Tay is on the extreme right)
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‘Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits.’ (Psalm 
103:2) 

The salvation of the Lord Jesus Christ came upon my 
grandmother when she heard the gospel for the first time. 

Since, God had showered His grace upon our family and here am I - 
a third generation Christian. When I was young, I witnessed how my 
parents cared for the poor. They were compassionate to the needy. 
They sheltered the homeless, fed the hungry and taught them the 
Word of God. Although I spent only seventeen of my growing years 
with my parents, their fear of the Lord; their love for the Lord and their 
tireless labor in the ministry has profoundly influenced my life. These 
values continue to motivate me to live a life faithful to the Lord.

I remembered before my father could help others, he was first 
helped by an American – Mrs. Gladys Jackson. Mrs. Jackson was 
one of the sponsors for both the “Sponsor-A-Student” and “Sponsor-
A-Child” programs in CNEC Hong Kong. When I fled to Hong Kong 
alone, it was Mrs. Jackson who supported my education in Hong 
Kong. Without Mrs. Jackson’s sponsorship, I would not have been 
who I am today. I experienced God’s faithfulness and witnessed how 
God, through the selfless giving of another person, brought about 
immeasurable blessings.  

I was appointed the Field Director of CNEC Southeast Asia from 
1976 to 2006, and I have been serving as the Ministry Consultant 
since 2006. It is almost forty years and this year I am 82 years old! 
I thank God for His grace. My father’s conviction has profoundly 
influenced me and his exemplary life has always been my motivation. 
Like my father, I deliberately traveled to the remotest mountainous 
regions to seek the poor and needy, to bring them the good news of 
the Lord’s salvation. Based in Singapore, I spear headed the “holistic 
ministry” along the Mekong River region. I witnessed the effectiveness 
of such a mission model when it was implemented in the region. I truly 
understand what the psalmist said, ‘Your people settled in it, and from 
your bounty, God, you provided for the poor.’ (Psalm 68:10)

During the 1970s, when my team and I arrived at the Golden 
Triangle in Northern Thailand, this area was controlled by the “Opium 
King”. It was also the poorest region in Thailand. We were prohibited 
from sharing the gospel and building churches. We decided to set 
up literacy classes and build elementary schools for children living in 
poverty. Amazingly seventy children came and God also providentially 
arranged seventy brothers and sisters from the churches in Singapore 
to provide the much needed sponsorship for the children. This marks 
the beginning of the “Sponsor-A-Child” (SAC) program and breaks 

the long-held taboo in this tightly controlled opium production region. 
When the “Opium King” saw the transformation in these children’s 
lives, he was moved to allow a church to be built next to the school. 
The church was used by the school to conduct morning devotion and 
for Sunday worship. We nurtured the children and they became noble 
citizens who love the Lord and fellow country men. Gradually these 
villages were lifted out of the poverty cycle and became a blessing 
to many. Today, some of these children have become missionaries, 
pastors, principals of Bible colleges, entrepreneurs and doctors. 
More importantly, they have all become the messengers of the Good 
News. The SAC program has expanded into other parts of Thailand, 
Indonesia, Myanmar, China, Cambodia, Vietnam and Laos. Without 
God’s saving grace, these children might still be living in darkness. 
Without the support of countless sponsors, these children might still be 
living in poverty. 

In June 2006 when Rev. James Lai was appointed the Executive 
Director of CNEC, he continues to actively give impetus to the “holistic 
ministry” and further develop the ministry. Today CNEC Singapore, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, Myanmar, Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia 
and Yunnan have established many theological seminaries, churches, 
orphanages, schools and student centers. It is gratifying to know that 
most of our field leaders are the second and even third generation 
beneficiaries of the “holistic ministry”. The “holistic ministry” has 
borne countless fruits. I believe that this mission model which God our 
Father has inspired us can be brought to a greater height and carried 
forward to the next generation. 

“Holistic ministry” is a holistic approach of winning, nurturing, 
equipping, sending and empowering the nationals to reach their 
own people. It seeks to help the nationals become self-sufficient, 
self-supporting, self-governing and self-propagating. This is also the 
strategy which CNEC advocates since its inception in 1952 in the 
United States.

It is impossible for CNEC alone to promote the vision of “holistic 
ministry” and take it to a greater height. We need the support of all 
churches, be it church members’ participation or financial support.  
Therefore I would like to appeal to all churches to partner with us in 
missions. May the cross of our Lord be lifted high in every nation and 
every land. May God’s name be exalted! This is also the heartfelt 
wishes of all Christians.

‘Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with an undying 
love.’ (Ephesians 6:24)

The Holistic Ministry
Rev Paul Chang

Ministry Consultant, CNEC (Singapore)

MINISTRIES:INDIGENOUS CHURCH,BIBLE SCHOOL,TRIBAL WORKS,SPONSOR-A-CHILD MINISTRY,CREATIVE ACCESS MINISTRY,HOLISTIC MISSIONS

CNEC/PI Affiliates
USA: 1117E. Westview Court, Spokane, WA 99218. Tel: (509) 343-4000 Fax: (509) 343-4015
US Chinese Partnership Mobilization:North California Office-10060 Pasadena Ave Cupertino, CA 95014-5917 Tel :(650)862-8265 Fax :(408)873-1287
Canada: 8500 Torbram Rd. #56, Brampton, ONT L6T 5C6. Tel: (905) 458-1202  Fax: (905) 458-4339
UK: Armstrong House First House - Robin Hood Airport Don caster DN9 3AG.  Tel: 013-02-710273  Fax: 013-02-710027
Australia: P.O. Box 711, Five Dock, NSW 2046, Tel:  (02) 97128222 Fax: (02) 97125055
Japan: 1001, 2-7-63 Nishinakahara, Shizuoka-shi 422. Tel/Fax: 054-283-9317
Singapore : 134/136 Braddell Road, Singapore 359919. Tel: (65) 6280-0312 Fax: (65) 6280-0078

All funds received in support of CNEC ministries, not more than 20% is used to sustain the office for ministries’ purposes


