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Ministry in Cambodia

T

he ministry in Cambodia was established in 2000
and received the name ‘Crossroads’. It has earned
its name due to the common goal of our co-workers: to
guide people to Christ when they are facing a crossroads
in their lives. The ministry continues to follow the ‘holistic
ministry approach’ of CNEC. It all began many years ago
from a vision to restore and rebuild Cambodia, a country in
the midst of devastation and suffering caused by the mass
killings of the Pol Pot regime. The Cambodian people were
like weeping skulls, physical beings long dead within.
Nevertheless, God prepared His followers to stand by – ready
and available to serve whenever and wherever – after He laid
out His purposeful vision inside the hearts of the leaders of
CNEC. Soon after, CNEC’s first ministry in Cambodia was
launched.

The students here attend classes during the day. In the
evening, when everyone has returned to the dormitory,
they participate in group sessions such as prayer and Bible
study. During weekends, outdoor activities such as football,
are arranged in order for students to build sustainable
relationships with one another. Students are allowed to ask
any questions they might have. If they are comfortable sharing
with others, their questions are usually brought together
for discussion, resulting in answers as well as constructive
feedback. This has not only created an opportunity for the
students to make new friends, but ultimately, it has provided

Building the Dormitory Ministry

A large number of students go to Phnom Penh, the capital
of Cambodia, to study each year. In October 2000, the very
first male dormitory was set up there in order to serve the
local university students as conveniently as possible. As
stated by former field director Pastor David Ooi, “we wish
to evangelize all unbelievers and cultivate a new generation
of Christian leaders, to enable them to guide the nation.
Only then can Cambodia be rebuilt – and not simply in
the materialistic sense. More importantly, their hearts will
be soothed by God’s words.” Out of the various applicants
to the dormitory ministry, those who meet the criteria are
selected and given entry to the dormitory. Hence, a place is
provided for the students who opt to stay in the dormitory
rather than in the pagodas near their schools. In addition, in
order to accommodate their other needs, the dormitory is also
used as an activity center. All the students living together
there could then share their joys and difficulties with each
other. The philosophy of the dormitory is “life-influencinglife” and its strategy is to promote discipleship. Five students
are selected to be trained by our co-workers so that they, in
turn, can mentor other students one on one. This process is
continued until all students have been covered.

a platform for spreading the gospel. In fact, many believers
have joined the Crossroads Church because of the efforts
of the dormitory ministry. Praise the Lord! Every year God
brings many short-term mission trip teams from overseas to
assist the students there too. Thank God that He has blessed
them with the mental, physical and spiritual requirements to
serve Him.
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Trust through Trials

Thank God for blessing the ministry in Cambodia. The
Lord adds to the church those who are being saved and we
trust Him in this because “unless the Lord builds the house,
the builders labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the
city, the guards stand watch in vain” (Psalm 127:1). For the
students staying in Crossroads, their path leading to faith will
never be easy. Most of them have grown up in unbelieving
families. The biggest difficulty which they potentially face
is parental opposition to Christianity, which could lead to
the students being forced to leave the dormitory since the
parents equate leaving the dormitory with renouncing
Jesus. Those students who left the dormitory did it solely
to maintain a functioning relationship with their parents.
However, we are thankful to relate that the majority of our
students are willing to take up this challenge and continue to
grow strong in unwavering faith. We have witnessed God’s
overwhelming blessings to those who have stayed, enabling
them to bravely face persecution. After all, the Bible states
that “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved —you
and your household” (Acts 16:31). It is recorded in Luke 8:415 that a farmer went out to sow his seed, laboring faithfully
even though the seed could fall on any kind of soil, rocky
ground or among thorns, yet it still might fall on good soil
and eventually yield a mighty crop, a hundred times more
than what was sown. Glory unto our God! There are many
examples of this among the students.

him, a handful of students have come to know Christ. He is
also helping these students become equipped to share God’s
Word. We also want to thank God that Rathana is responding
to God’s calling and that he will soon be studying theology
in seminary. Please pray for him.

Growth and New Beginnings

In 2001, the Crossroads Church was built with the aim of
providing spiritual enrichment for the university students in
the dormitory ministry. By 2006, four more dormitories were
set up under the supervision of Crossroads Church in Phnom
Penh (capital of Cambodia), in Battambang province, as
well as in Kampong Speu and Pursat. New churches have
sprouted up wherever dormitories have been planted. By
God’s grace, our co-workers continue to strive towards the
target of establishing a total of 20 churches by the end of
this year.
The male dormitory was set up in 2001 and a year
down the road, Crossroads Church was established. A
female dormitory was subsequently opened in July 2002.
The residents, like most young Cambodian women, are
conservative, hiding their graceful personalities as well as
their beautiful features. Sadly, society, with its dark history
and sin-filled principles, has greatly undermined these
precious ladies’ self-worth. Our lady co-workers spend much
of their time slowly rebuilding their self-confidence.

Brother Rathana’s Testimony

Thank God for His choice of Brother Rathana, the
first Christian in his Buddhist family. In 2005, this young,
enthusiastic man was struggling for a better future in
a university at Phnom Penh. He came to ‘Crossroads’
because he could not afford to pay his housing rent. After
his conversion, God turned Rathana’s life around – from a
study-oriented person into a caring person and from a selfcentered individual into a Christ-centered individual. In
2008, God gave Rathana a clear vision to spread the gospel
through a dream. One night he dreamed about suffering
people, mostly children who were begging under the
scorching sun. In his dream, one man approached Rathana
and asked for the Bible he was holding, Rathana refused to
give it up since it was one of his most treasured possessions.
When he woke up from his dream, he deeply regretted his
refusal. From then on, Rathana prayed for God’s guidance.
Finally, God spoke to Rathana through the verse in Isaiah
6:8 – “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom
shall I send? And who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am
I. Send me!’” Eventually Rathana dedicated his whole self to
God and became a full-time servant of God. Today, Rathana
is a co-worker in our Cambodia ministry office. Through
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Reaching the Unreached

In addition, God has also entrusted our co-workers with
the responsibility of sharing the gospel with the Kuys, an
unreached people group. Although this is a tough mission,
they do not shrink from it, for their calling to the Kuys is
similar to that of the apostle Paul having a vision of a man
from Macedonia begging him, “Come over and help us.”
The Kuys people group is the primary unreached people
group in Cambodia, though it only has a humble population of
40,000 individuals. This people group lives in poverty, with
most working as farmers in rice fields. Besides cultivating
the rice fields for a living, they also chop wood and hunt
within the forest. Their stomachs are easily contented with
plain rice served with pepper and salt for every meal. The
Kuys are extremely hardworking people and they are known
for possessing the distinctive characteristics of bulls. The
Kuys peoples are strong spirit worshippers and they are

workers have been immensely blessed to experience God’s
presence, and just like the scripture has said, “Silver or gold
I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth ……” (Acts 3:6).
Indeed, every Kuys is just like each one of us. We need
to accept Jesus as our Savior and as our almighty Lord. The
ministry to the Kuys was started in Feb 2009 and now they
have around 60 believers from 6 different villages.

Moving Forward

highly superstitious. Whenever they become ill, instead of
visiting a doctor, they would rather invite the shaman to heal
their wounds. This results in different types of ceremonies
being conducted for the purpose of healing and casting out
demons. In addition to speaking Khmer, the Kuys also have
their own personal language, which is currently only spoken.
Sadly, a large percentage of them are illiterate.
Ever since our co-workers painstakingly searched for
the Kuys, as well as ‘the man of peace’ who works as an
intermediary between them, we want to give thanks to our
God for never once leading us astray and for ceaselessly
providing us with continued strength to carry out His work.
At times, our co-workers need to walk long stretches to find
the villages of this unreached people group, sometimes up to
an estimated 6-7 hours. Each time they locate these villages,
the resulting relief washes away any unpleasant feelings that
may have accumulated during the journey there. They praise
and thank God, giving all glory to the heavenly Father! We
want to give thanks to the Holy Spirit for His support in
winning the Kuys people over and building friendships in
order to share the gospel. It is written in the Bible: “How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news.”
(Roman 10:15) Therefore, our co-workers persistently travel
from one village to another where they witness how well
God is taking care of His own ministry. Each year, they set
an ambitious yet realistic target to reach more places and
they pray. In return, God blesses them with more than what
they asked for and more than what they thought they would
eventually reap. Up to this day, purely by God’s grace, they
have built two churches amongst the Kuys people. Our co-

There still remains much hard ground in Cambodia.
We thank God for never leaving our side throughout this
journey and we are very grateful to Pastor David Ooi for
his labours over the past eleven years: he has successfully
cultivated many leaders and laid a sturdy foundation for
many ministries. Ever since Pastor Ooi left Cambodia for the
US at the beginning of this year to take on other ministries,
the current interim board has consisted of mostly young
adults. However, these young adults are fervent in faith and
are prepared to progress in refreshed vigor towards the goal
of autonomous Cambodian churches. Thank and praise the
Lord! The Bible states, “Those who sow in tears will reap
with songs of joy!” (Psalm 126:5)
As we strive toward more ministry opportunities, we
hope that you would continue to show us your unrelenting
support by praying for the ministry in Cambodia. We also
trust that your monetary support will continue to enable
the ministry to flourish! May you discover God’s heartfelt
intentions for you in this work and may you continue hand in
hand with us on this unforgettable journey with us!

Business as Missions

Missions Strategy: business platforms in ‘Creative Access Nations’ to effectively spread the gospel
Missions Resource: source of funds and manpower to aid ministries to become self-supporting
Transformational Action: alleviation of poverty, development of community, enhancing of employment,
transferring of skills
Individual Commitment: powerful testimonies, personal enrichment, widespread opportunities for
participation
If you are interested to participate, please read the article entitled ‘Macedonia calling……again!’
( More details on Business as Missions will be published in the next issue of Praise & Prayer)
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MACEDONIA CALLING …..AGAIN!

Chan Ban Leong

I

n the Chum San district of Preah Vihear Province,
Cambodia, there lives an ethnic minority called the
Kuys, who, for many years, have suffered neglect. More than
a million of them are currently living below the poverty
line. Children are not given education and the hygiene
standard is well below the standard of modern Singapore.
They need job stability and community improvement.
However, their most important needs of all are being
saved from their sins and experiencing the love of Jesus
Christ. They have called for help, but who will answer their
call?
During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia
standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and
help us.” (Acts 16:9)
Perhaps we do not hear their call for help because we
are too engrossed in our daytime activities. We need to
spend time with God in the dead silence of the night. May
you hear the Kuys calling you to help bring the message of
love and hope to them!
The leaders and members of the Crossroads Church in
Phnom Penh have heard their call and taken appropriate
actions, reaching out to three of the seven villages in the
Chum San district with the gospel. God is blessing the
Kuys and a number of them have publicly confessed their
belief in the Lord Jesus Christ. These leaders are asking for

(CNEC Board Member)

more help for the Kuys. They have
asked CNEC SEA to create job
opportunities for the Kuys
and to improve their
community through
sustainable
social
projects. CNEC SEA
has decided to answer
this call for help.
CNEC SEA is in the
process of forming CNEC
International (Cambodia)
Ltd in order to implement
business projects in Cambodia. The first project is a
100-hectare pepper plantation in the Chum San district.
Leaders and members of the Crossroads Church have been
trained to grow pepper and so they will help train the Kuys.
Revenue from the sale of the pepper will then be used to
finance community upgrading projects for their district, as
well as for other needy areas in Cambodia and Southeast
Asian countries where CNEC SEA has ministries.
You, too, can have a part in this kingdom business. We
at CNEC SEA pray that many will hear the Kuys’ call for help
and will respond accordingly. Please consider joining us to
bring the good news to the Kuys and to help improve their
lives, spiritually and physically.
PLEASE CALL RICHARD TEO AT 97903268 FOR MORE
INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN PARTICIPATE IN THIS
KINGDOM PROJECT.

MINISTRIES:INDIGENOUS CHURCH,BIBLE SCHOOL,TRIBAL WORKS,SPONSOR-A-CHILD MINISTRY,CREATIVE ACCESS MINISTRY,HOLISTIC MISSIONS

CNEC/PI Affiliates

USA: 1117E. Westview Court, Spokane, WA 99218. Tel: (509) 343-4000 Fax: (509) 343-4015
US Chinese Partnership Mobilization:North California Office-10600 Pasadena Ave Cupertino, CA 95014-5917 Tel :(408)873-1299 Fax :(408)873-1287
Canada: 8500 Torbram Rd. #56, Brampton, ONT L6T 5C6. Tel: (905) 458-1202 Fax: (905) 458-4339
UK: Armstrong House First House - Robin Hood Airport Don caster DN9 3AG. Tel: 013-02-710273 Fax: 013-02-710027
Australia: P.O. Box 711, Five Dock, NSW 2046, Tel: (02) 97128222 Fax: (02) 97125055
Japan: 1001, 2-7-63 Nishinakahara, Shizuoka-shi 422. Tel/Fax: 054-283-9317
Singapore : 134/136 Braddell Road, Singapore 359919. Tel: (65) 6280-0312 Fax: (65) 6280-0078
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All funds received are to support CNEC ministries; the operation cost is not more than 20% to sustain the office for ministries’ purposes.

