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Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, 
praise his holy name. (Psalms 103:1)

On the clear-skied morning of 12th of November 2011, a 
group of us hailing from America, Canada, New Zealand and 
Singapore, carrying joyful feelings as we made our way from 
Singapore to Grace Heaven for the celebration of their 20th 
Anniversary held at Lashio, Myanmar. 

When we arrived at Grace Haven in the evening, we 
could hear melodious singing floating in the air. The lyrics 
were, “let’s sing out our thanks, For He has soothed our 
wounds and wrapped us with His love, sing out the lives 
testimonies...” These beautiful young voices were flitting 
around in the evening wind and all over us. As we were 
walking in the compound, suddenly, we heard children 
shouting endearingly, “Zhang ye ye is coming! Zhang ye ye is 
here!” The children gathered around us, some so excited that 
they greeted me in an instant then swarmed into my arms 
the next second. I responded by patting them ecstatically on 
their heads. The kids were wearing some make-up on their 
faces and their vibrant smiles made them look as beautiful 
as blossoms under the sunset. My tiredness faded away as 
soon as they were in my company. At last, we entered Grace 
Haven with bundles of children surrounding us. 

The court yard was filled with merry singing and the 
atmosphere was joyous. Some children were rehearsing the 
skit, some were cleaning up the court yard and the younger 

ones were playing happily on the sandy ground. They were 
so happy, their hearts full of joy and love; they were just like 
one big family. 

When the clock struck six in the evening, the celebration 
officially began and thereafter performing items came up 
to the stage one after another. Applauses plus echoes rose 
spontaneously and consistently among the thousand in 
the audience. My heart was filled with praises and thanks 
at that moment, especially when the kids were singing the 
song titled “Endless Thanksgiving”. My vision blurred as 
tears welled up in my eyes as past memories flashed through 
my mind. I remembered how CNEC funded Grace Haven 
some twenty years ago. It all started from scratch, and then 
gradually grew from a small orphanage till the building we 
saw today. It has nurtured and cared for over a thousand 
orphans who came from different races and majority from 
difficult family backgrounds. All these children have grown 
up to be useful men of society and good Gospel messengers. 
Thanks to God that for the past twenty years, He has not 
forgotten Lashio, a place residing in the mountainous areas 
that extended beyond the usual distance people traveled. 
God has shown mercy on these people; He has miraculously 
transformed many lives and has done many great things 
here. I also noticed that some co-workers sitting beside me 
were wiping away their tears too!

This was a big celebration full of thanksgiving and love.  I 
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believe that it has helped our children 
understand the greatness of our 
God; so when they strive forward, 
they could live their lives in a way 
that glorify His name. For twenty 
years here at Grace Haven, we have 
not regretted the slightest but only 
thank God for His wonderful grace. 

Thus, I am thankful.
I would like to thank God for His 

salvation for these children. Grace 
Haven has become a shelter for these 
children ——  children who had lost 
both their parents, children from 
single-parent families; or those who 
had run away from homes due to 
domestic violence. Not only do these 
fragile children receive no care and 
love from their families, they also 
suffer from hunger and cold. Some 
children even considered ending 
their lives under such circumstances. 
However, we praise our Lord as 
the salvation of God reached these 
pitiful children in the mountainous 
areas. By God’s grace, these children 
were nurtured by Grace Haven and 
with the love of Christ; they know 
the value of life and live out the 
absolute significance of their lives. 
Today, these children are gathered 
here to offer their praises and give 
thanks to God!

My heart was full of thanksgiving 
when I saw many of the grown up 
children return home from the many 
different districts of Myanmar for 
the celebration. I saw them shed 
many tears of appreciation. Oh, my 
children, you have finally grown up! Years ago, Grace Haven 
lent a hand to them which warmed and nurtured them into 
the people they are today. Even though these children were 
not extremely intelligent, but ‘God has been making it grow’ 
(1 Corinthians 3:6). Thank God for taking extra care of them 
and changed their lives. God also taught them His Word 
and eventually called them personally to become pastors or 
missionaries to serve Him full time in His Ministry. There 
were others whom God called to be teachers, principals, 
merchants etc. They are contributing back to the society and 
their beautiful lives are indeed testimonies of the Gospel.

When I reminisce of how Grace Haven first started 

twenty years ago, the words which 
inevitably come to my mind are 
“difficulty” and “hardship”. If not 
for the five loaves and two fish 
offered by the numerous sponsors, 
we would not have been able to 
witness the Ministry of Grace Haven 
this day! I would like to express my 
gratitude to all the faithful sponsors 
from every corner of this earth. 
Your selfless offerings have indeed 
turned into infinite blessings!  The 
children were so thankful to you, 
especially those who were blessed 
with the golden opportunity to 
study and learn. Please continue 
to support Grace Haven and may 
the Lord continue to keep your 
hearts burning for Him!  I also 
want to thank many devoted co-
workers who have helped these 
children grow up so well. Thank 
you and your hard work is greatly 
appreciated!

Grace Haven started from a 
single orphanage and has grown 
up to thirteen orphanages as to 
date; from five children in the 
very initial stage and now it totals 
up to over seven hundred; from 
one group to eleven groups; from 
one area, it expanded to thirteen 
places.  Children who were under 
the care and nurture of Rev and 
Mrs Cha Tan Yone (Da Die and 
Da Ma) have finally grown up! As 
our older generation transit into 
middle age, God has raised the new 
generation leaders. God has trained 

them, guided them and given them wisdom and direction to 
understand His will. God has also given them obedient and 
teachable hearts so that they would humble themselves to 
learn from their leaders. God has prepared them to carry on 
with the existing work.

Last but not least, Grace Haven has been a great project 
done by God, a testimony of His salvation and grace. We want 
to praise God for He has made something small to great. We 
also want to share with others the good living testimonies of 
these people whom God has reached at Grace Haven. Let all 
glory be to God!  

Christian Nationals’ Evangelism Commission 
(CNEC) is seeking candidates for the position of 
Ministry Coordinator.
Entry Requirement:
·GCE ‘A’ Level/Diploma
·Have the calling or burden for Missions 
·Able to travel to mission fields
·Effective in written and spoken English and Chinese
·Proficient in Microsoft Word and Excel
·Able to work independently and value team work
·Have interpersonal and communication skills

Application Procedure
Kindly send your resume with a passport size of your photo, 
including personal salvation experience and testimony of 
God’s calling by:
Post (Mail) : Christian Nationals’ Evangelism Commission

Administrative Office
134 / 136 Braddell Road, 
Singapore 359919

or Email: admin@cnecintl.org 

RECRUITMENT NOTICE Feb 2012
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Pastor Hu An Wen, turning twenty-seven this year, is 
moderate in build and dark skinned but is also a man 

whose eyes gleamed with endless passion and energy. Today, 
he serves as a counselor for students in a school situated in 
Myanmar. Along with his vibrant smile that lights up his 
face, his kind and humble personality revealed during my 
interview with him left me a deeply fond impression of him. 
He kicked off our conversation by expressing his gratitude 
for CNEC. He was amongst the first batch of children 
benefiting from our Sponsor-A-Child Program and ceased 
dependence on it seven years ago. However, he could still 
vividly remember the long serial number first distributed to 
him when he joined the Program twenty years ago…

An Wen explained that he was born into a poor family 
who was unable to afford schooling. Back then, few properly 
understood the sheer importance and value of pursuing 
education. All the children who resided in the village 
did was following their parents’ footsteps, destined to be 
either shepherds or farmers. Thanks to the Lord’s amazing 
grace, through SAC Program, An Wen was blessed with an 
opportunity to study and learn to read since he was six. Today, 
he is capable of composing many beautiful and passionate 
songs. One of his songs, titled “Endless Thanksgiving”, 
delivered his message of gratitude and thanks to God and 
SAC. He mentioned that for the past thirty years, CNEC 
has been contributing and working very hard for the SAC 
program. CNEC has never failed a single child. Needless to 
say, all the children raised under SAC are extremely thankful 
to their sponsors. Personally, he could barely imagine where 
he would have ended up if not for SAC’s help. Indeed, this has 
successfully taught the children the faithfulness of God. In his 
song, quote “For He has soothed our wounds and wrapped 
us with His love….”, shows that he strongly believes that this 
day-to-day Program, planned with concise steps and carried 
out very systematically, is undoubtedly the best investment 
in God’s Ministry.

Each year, he writes a sole Christmas card and two 
thanksgiving letters to his sponsors which are all penned 
straight from his heart. He knows that his distant Christian 
sponsor not only prays regularly for him, but also pays his 
school fees and buys special gifts for him during the festive 
season without any falter. This special gift is known as the 
SAC Christmas token. The token itself does not amount to a 
large sum, but when every child willingly offers each token 
and combines all of them together, it is akin to joining up 
every young hearts. The gratitude towards his sponsor is so 
defined and engraved within his soul that he would anticipate 
anything that came from them, especially loving words shared 
during festive seasons that touches his heart with long-lasting, 
hibernating warmth. Christmas has always been a splendid 
time dedicated to gatherings, dotingly for long-lost friends. 

Thus, this has made their Christmas 
a very special occasion. There will 
always be moments when An Wen 
gets reminded of his sponsor and less 
positive thoughts will inevitably race 
through his mind. He would wonder 
who this person was. How does he/she look like? Why 
were they not contacting him? His suspicion frequently 
stirs up worrisome doubts that whatever he has written to 
his sponsors had been thrown away and abandoned at the 
bottom of the vast ocean. He hopes and prays, day in and 
day out, wishing that his sponsor would appear one day right 
before his very eyes, so that he would have the chance to get 
to know him/her, hug him/her and thank him/her whole-
heartedly. Even up to this day, his appreciation has never 
been diminished in the slightest. 

In fact, the good deeds of the sponsors have made An Wen 
realize the greatness of our God, His unearned grace and His 
infinity love. The love, bestowed from above and graciously 
passed on to people on earth, has transformed into a greater 
power which supported him during his teens and instilled 
in him bravery to not give up in the face of an obstacle. The 
sponsorship has given him invisible strength to move on. He 
strongly feels that it would be such immense wonder if this 
love could possibly live on and on till forever. It is hard for 
him to truly describe his gratitude word for word. He believes 
that it is the work of the Holy Spirit that led him to make such 
an important decision in his life - to dedicate his whole life to 
God to serve Him as a Pastor.

Now that An Wen has become a Pastor, Praise the Lord! 
Whenever he looks back at the time he spent under SAC, 
not only does he have the extreme urge to thank his sponsor 
for their unwavering help, he also wants to thank CNEC for 
working silently behind the scenes. The SAC program has 
allowed the Chinese in Myanmar to realize the importance 
of education. This Program helps bring Myanmar a notch up 
in terms of education, especially for those who are residing 
in the rural mountainous areas. Broadening their knowledge 
has made them realize that education can in fact help them to 
escape from the vicious cycle of poverty. Besides, education 
also aids churches in their growth and thereafter brings 
prosperity into the country. Finally, An Wen wrapped up 
with his conclusion that no matter where he might be, he 
would never forget the amazing back-up he received from 
his sponsors. He vows to do his best to be a devoted pastor 
walking closely with the Lord. This is the one and only way 
which he thinks would repay the great love of God, his 
parents’ efforts of raising him to be the best of what he could 
be and the hard work by his sponsors who were all focused 
and invested in cultivating him.

Article arranged by Yan Lian. 
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All funds received are to support CNEC ministries; the operation cost is not more than 20% to sustain the office for ministries’ purposes.

Missions strategy has been changing. Business platforms 
have been set up in CAN (Creative Access Nations) to bring 
in workers. Such businesses also provide in-field revenue to 
support national or local ministries.

CNEC SEA has adopted this strategy. CNEC 
International Ltd has recently been formed. The first 
business project is eco-tourism. A tour to Vietnam will take 

CNEC INTERNATIONAL LIMITED (CI)
place in June. This tour aims to allow our current sponsors 
and other interested persons to both visit the scenic spots 
in Vietnam as well as to see the Ministries and what God 
is doing there which are not normally covered by travel 
agencies. Please see details in the attached pamphlet (in 
English only).

Endless Thanksgiving


